CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIANITY

I.  THE CALL TO BE CONTAGIOUS

A. The Encounter

B. The Lessons: 

Contagious Christianity is inherently a public faith

Contagious Christianity is public but also personal

Contagious Christianity communicates Christ clearly. 

Contagious Christianity is an overflow of God’s love in our lives.

C. The Prereqs:

A growing openness to the work of Christ and the Holy Spirit

A Humble honesty of examining yourself

A deepening compassion for other people

II.  CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIANITY IS PUBLIC

A. Christianity is public in two ways:

B. How I live matters to a watching world

“Inauthenticity among the ranks of those claiming to be Christians can become an almost insurmountable barrier to belief.” (Hybels, Contagious Christianity)

“Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life…” (Philippians 2:14-16a)

C. What I say matters: 

1. We need to speak:  It won’t do to say I just let my actions speak for themselves.  That may create thirst, but you still need to tell them where the water is.

“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders, make the most of every opportunity.  Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” (Colossians 4: 5,6)

2. Fear Factor

3.  A baptism of love: I Jn 4:18, 2 Timothy 1:7

III.  CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIANITY IS PERSONAL

A. The Importance of friendship in evangelism.

B. Jesus’ Example

“It is the sick who need a doctor not the well, I have come to call sinners not the righteous.” Matthew 9:12,13

C. Taking Inventory

D. Building Bridges

IV.  CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIANITY COMMUNICATES CHRIST CLEARLY. 

A. Taking the leap:  

B.  Overcoming fears:

      C.  A Beginning Mindset:  Ministry Oriented Evangelism vs. Message Oriented 

Evangelism.  

“It is only the very inept doctor who prescribes before he had diagnosed.”  

M. Green  

D. Learning to Listen is the Springboard for Ministering:  

What do we gain by listening?

     E.  Ask Questions 

     Questions are essential to active listening. 

     F.  Find Common Ground in Sharing Your Faith

     Accept, Appreciate, Influence

     Paul’s example in Athens--Acts 17:16-34

G. Be a tour guide  

Point out meaning and significance of what they already see…Acts 14:15-17  

 H.  Be Creative

Michael Green:  It is a mistake to imagine that people are hardened against the gospel.  They are simply bored by the way it is so often presented--too rigid, too rationalistic, too uncomprehending of other world views, too small minded.

Translate the lingo: 

Dress our message in their clothes.

  I.  Miscellaneous Do’s and Don’ts:

         Do Put Your Audience at Ease.

         Do feel free to share your testimony when appropriate. 

         Do feel free to use Scripture 

         Don’t Debate

         Know when to end the conversation and how to end it

         Don’t try to be the Holy Spirit

   J.  Knowing the Gospel

1. Having a framework 

2.  The Centrality of Christ.  

Christ reveals God 

What if God looked like Jesus?   

CS Lewis:  “We are faced then with a frightening alternative.  The man we are talking about was (and is) just what he said or else a lunatic or something worse.  Now it seems to me obvious that he was neither a lunatic nor a fiend; and consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that he was and is God.  God has landed on this enemy occupied world in human form.”

3. The Centrality of the Cross.  In the cross of Christ God rescues us.

Images to help us understand the cross:

The Courtroom 

The Marketplace

The Home

4. The need to respond

5.  Answering commonly asked questions or objections

V.  CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIANITY IS AN OVERFLOW OF GOD’S LOVE 
A. Jesus didn’t teach a method—he lived a passion

B. The Holy Spirit is given to us to help us experience the love of the Father and of 

Christ

“God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us”  







Romans 5:5

C. The Holy Spirit is given to empower our witness

         “For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel     

         came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and       

         with deep conviction (overflow).” 


I Thessalonians 1:4,5

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”










Act 1:8

   D.  We can experience the Spirit’s power.
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e “You don't have to lead anyone to
Christ personally; you just need to sign
up ten people who will, who'll sign up

ten more people, who'll . . ."
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