
 

I. What does it mean to “believe”? 

A. The first Christians: 

Acts 1:15 - In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and 
twenty) and said… 

B. 3 related words 

1. In Greek: pisteuo 

2. Always attached to an object 

II. The Old Testament 

A. The history of faith 

1. Abraham 

Gen. 15: 2, 5-6  Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless…?”  The 
Lord took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness. 

2. Jacob/Israel 

Gen 32:9-11  Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, Lord, you who 
said to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’. I am unworthy of all 
the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this 
Jordan, but now I have become two camps.  Save me, I pray…” 

3. The Israelites 

Exodus 14:31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, 
the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 

4. King David 

2 Samuel 7:18-19, 29  “Who am I, Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this 
far?  And as if this were not enough in your sight, Sovereign Lord, you have also spoken about the future 
of the house of your servant—and this decree, Sovereign Lord, is for a mere human!   Sovereign Lord, 
you are God! Your covenant is trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your 
servant.  Now be pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for 
you, Sovereign Lord, have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant WILL BE blessed 
forever.” 
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B. The importance of reading the Bible 

C. The importance of community 

III. What is faith? 

A. 2 Images: 

1. “Leaning” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
    and lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways submit to him, 
    and he will make your paths straight. 

2. “Sacrifice” and “Worship” 

Romans 12:1-2 - Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

B. A __________________ human capacity 

C. It’s NOT ____________. 

1. Parable of the weeds 

Matthew 13:4-6, 18, 20-21 As he was scattering the seed…, some fell on rocky places, where it did not 
have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants 
were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  Listen then to what the parable of the sower 
means:  …The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives 
it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall away. 

2. Love the Lord with all your… mind 

Mark 12:30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength. 

D. It comes with ____________. 

1. Faith without action 
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James 2:14, 18, 24, 26 - What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has 
no deeds? Can such faith save them? But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me 
your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You see that a person is considered 
righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 
deeds is dead. 

2. Work produced by faith 

1 Thesselonians 1:2-3 - We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our 
prayers. We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

E. It can _____________. 

Luke 17:5 - The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

F. 3rd Image: 

IV. Idolatry 

A. Idolatry then? 

Psalm 81:8-12  
Hear me, my people, and I will warn you— 
    if you would only listen to me, Israel! 
You shall have no foreign god among you; 
    you shall not worship any god other than me. 
I am the Lord your God, 
    who brought you up out of Egypt. 
Open wide your mouth and I will fill it. 
But my people would not listen to me; 
    Israel would not submit to me. 
So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts 
    to follow their own devices. 

B. Idolatry now? 

C. The exclusivity of Jesus 

Exodus 20:2-3 - “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You 
shall have no other gods before me.” 

John 14:1 - “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God; believe also in me.” 

John 14:6 - Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 
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* * * 

Summary of the class so far:  The Kingdom of God - is it here? 

John the Baptist’s confusion  

Luke 7:18-23 - John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, he sent them to the 
Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” When the men came 
to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should 
we expect someone else?’” At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil 
spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to 
John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is 
anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” 

George Elden Ladd: “The ___________, but _____________________ of the Kingdom.” 

D-Day 

For us? 
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