
Discipleship 
The Heart of Christian Life 

Called to the dynamic of faithSession #4

Questions this raises for me…

“Aha” moments…

Actions I am going to take….

Reading Assignment: Over the next two weeks read Eldredge’s “EPIC.”  
CONVO LAB DEBRIEF: What is a Christian and how does one become that?  

TAKE-A-WAYS: 

I. LAST WEEKS QUESTION & MARK 1:14 –17   

  

II. TODAY: UNPACKING THE ESSENCE OF “BELIEVING/FAITH”  

A. FAITH? 

B. FAITH AS A _________ & AS A_________! 
  

1. Faith as a Noun: 

2.  As a Verb:  

C.  FAITH: A _________________________ OF A CHRISTIAN  

1. FAITH IS SO FUNDAMENTAL:  

2. FAITH AS A FOCUS OF REPENTANCE:  

D. FAITH’S__________________ COMPONENT IS:  _______________ 

E.  WE ALL HAVE FAITH  

1. Faith is a _________________ given by God in creation as a common grace. 

2. JESUS ON COMMON GRACE (Matthew 5:44-45) 



Called to the Dynamic of Faith

  ©2018 Brady Bobbink, University Christian Ministries. Do Not Copy Without Permission. 
Page   2

Questions this raises for me…

“Aha” moments…

Actions I am going to take….

3. You Exhibiting Faith:  

F.  FAITH ALWAYS HAS AN ___________________OF FOCUS.  

1. Proverbs 3:5. 

2. “Christianity is just a crutch for weak people!“ 

G. The Bibles Big Concern: HUMANS TRUST IN __________________ 

& ___________________ OBJECTS (Psalms.20:7; 44:6;49: 12f; 118:9) 

1. Conflict: God vs. the Idols  

a. Idols Defined: A distortion of a created gift from God, used to replace a living trust 
Of God in our lives as we search for personal significance & security.  

b. The Psalmist’s Wisdom: (Ps. 49:12f)  

III.  FAITH’S ROLE IN GOD’S SAVING/RESTORING PLAN? 

A.  THE BIBLE’S REVELATION:  FAITH (TRUSTING LOYALTY) IN ___________  

_____________ SAVES US.  

• JESUS OPENLY DECLARES THAT FAITH IN HIM IS THE __________________  

________________ OF GOD’S SAVING ACTIVITY. (John 14:6; 8:24; 3:16-19) 

B. PAUL MAKE THE SAME ASSERTION: ROMANS 5:1-2; GALATIANS 2:16. 

1.  PAUL’S TEACHING RAISES AN IMPORTANT QUESTION:  If we are rescued from  
alienation, sin, and ultimately judgment and death by faith in Jesus, and not by the works 
 of the law ––“what then is the relationship between authentic faith and our “works”  
(actions)?  –– This question is addressed by the Apostles’ writings (Paul/James/John).  

IV. DISCERNING BETWEEN________________ & ________________FAITH?  
 (James 2:14-19; 1Jn 3:6-10; 2Tim.3: 5)  

A. UNERRING FAITH SAVES –– ERRING FAITH DOES NOT!  

Paul states clearly that faith/trust/allegiance in the person of Jesus is the only means that a 
person has of being rescued from sin and judgment. –– But, the OT & NT writers are well 
aware there is a type of “believing” that does not bring us into God’s Kingdom. There is a 
faith that does not rescue us from sin and death.  
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1. Example: James Speaks Of A Believing That Does Not Save (Fake Faith).  

a. WHAT KING OF FAITH OR BELIEVING IS JAMES DESCRIBING HERE?  

(1) James is describing a mere ___________________________________ faith.  

(2)  James’  Two  Examples:  

2. ARE PAUL AND JAMES IN CONFLICT OVER WHETHER ITS FAITH OR WORKS  
THAT SAVES US? 

a. Paul’s Concern In Galatians & Romans Is: 

b. James’ Concern Is:   

c. James’ Conclusion?  

d. SO LIKE REPENTANCE, FAITH IS A TWO-LEVEL REALITY TOO! INTERIOR CHANGE 
    RESULTING IN OBSERVABLE OBJECTICE OUTWARD EXPRESSION IN DAY-TO-DAY LIFE! 

3. PAUL AND JAMES ARE IN __________________!  
(Acts 26:20; 1Thess. 1:3; 2Timothy 3:1-5) 

• Acts 26:20 –– First to those in Damascus; then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to 
the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance 
by their deeds. 

• 1Ths. 1:3   We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by 
faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
  

• 2 Timothy 3:1–5: “Timothy you should know this –– in the last days there will be very 
difficult times. 2 For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and 
proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing 
sacred. 3  They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-
control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. 4 They will betray (treacherous/vow breakers) 
their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 5 They will 
act (have the appearance of being) religious, but they will reject the (transforming) power that 
could make them godly. Stay away from people like that!” (New Living Translation) 

B. A STORY OF FAITH!  
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VI.  CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS 

A. THE FOCUS OF OUR FAITH is in the message and person of Jesus Christ.  

B. THE ESSENCE OF OUR FAITH is the wholehearted act of trusting in Christ for our forgiveness and acceptance by 
the Triune God.  

C. THE POWER OF OUR FAITH is that it brings us into a new relationship with God through His indwelling Spirit.  

D. THE FREEDOM OF OUR FAITH is that trusting Jesus liberates us from trusting false and unworthy people or 
things –– and brings the power to free us from the fear of others, the fear of being abandoned, and the fear of 
death itself.  

1. JESUS DECLARES THAT THOSE WHO PLACE THEIR TRUST IN HIM WILL BE MADE FREE. – Jesus turned to the 
Jews who had claimed to believe in him. “If you stick with this (holding onto me and my teaching), living out what I tell you, 
you are my disciples for sure. Then you will experience for yourselves the truth, and the truth will free you.” –– (John 
8:31-32) 

2. TRUE FAITH HAS THE POWER TO FREE US FROM OUR FEAR OF LIFE  
It frees us from Addictive Pursuits and Unremitting Anxieties. (See Jesus’ observations regarding the pagans in 
Mt. 6:25-33. 

3. TRUE FAITH HAS THE POWER TO DELIVER US FROM THE FEAR OF MAN. 

• The psalmist experienced this freedom when he sings, " . . . in God I trust. I will not be afraid. What can mortal 
man do to me?"  

• Jesus exhorts us to the same attitude in Luke 12:4–5.  "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body and after that can do no more.   5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the 
body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.” 

4. TRUE FAITH HAS THE POWER TO DELIVER US FROM OUR FEAR OF DEATH & JUDGEMENT. 

• "Yea though I walk through the valley of death I will fear no evil for you are with me . . .(Ps. 23:4) 

• "Since the children (you and I) have flesh and blood, Jesus also shared in their humanity so that by his death he might 
destroy him who holds the power of death -- that is, the devil –– and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
their fear of death." (Heb.2: 14f) 

• Listening to the liberated heart of St. Paul –– "No in all these things we  
are more than conquerors. For we are convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither present nor 
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Ro. 8:37-39). 
  

• Clive gets the final word: “To have Faith in Christ means, of course, trying to do all that He says. There would be 
no sense in saying you trusted a person if you would not take his advice. Thus if you have really handed yourself over to 
Him, it must follow that you are trying to obey Him. But trying in a new way, a less worried way. Not doing these things 
in order to be saved, but because He has begun to save you already. Not hoping to get to Heaven as a reward for your 
actions, but inevitably wanting to act in a certain way because a first faint gleam of Heaven is already inside you.” ― 
C.S. Lewis 
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ADDENDUM 

I.  Cud Chewing On Faith And Perseverance 

A. Faith Entails Ongoing Patient Perseverance!  

1. Jesus speaks of perseverance in his parable of the sower and the seed. He states, " But the seed 
on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and 
by perseverance produce a crop." (Matthew 13:23) ––– Same theme in John 8:31  "If you 
hold (keep holding on) to my teaching you are really my disciples." 

• A theme in Paul:  1 Timothy 6:12 and 2 Timothy 4:7 –– “Fight the good fight for the true 
faith. Hold tightly to the eternal life to which God has called you, which you have declared so 
well before many witnesses.” –– “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I 
have remained faithful.” 

• Not simply how you begin the race, but the finishing of it as well. (Wisdom in the story of the 
turtle and the hare.) 

• A dominant theme in Hebrews 10:35ff where the writer exhorts his readers to " not throw 
away your confidence (faith in Christ); it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when 
you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised . . . But we are not of those who shrink 
back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved."  

• A dominant theme in the book of Revelation (Rev. Ch. 2–3) ––“To him who overcomes…”  
–– True faith, like true love, does not quit. – (1 Corinthians 13: 7) “Love always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”  

II. Cud Chewing On The Testing Of Our Faith  

A. Ongoing trust is not much of a challenge when things are comfortable and there is little cost to our 
faith. But, real faith is of much stouter stuff. Real faith perseveres when things are profoundly 
difficult. Read and ponder the Jesus stories about his being tested. Or consider the theme of testing 
of faith in the book of Revelation. Do a word study on “testing.”   

B. CS Lewis notes that faith is the ability to believe in the dark what you last heard and believed in the light.  
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