
To My CCF Community, 

I am so honored to be addressing you all as a senior who has spent two amazing years at Western and in this 
community. Pursuing Jesus alongside such an amazing group of brothers and sisters has truly changed me as a person.  

Coming to Western was certainly not my Plan A, but God had a wonderful journey ahead for me. I had just moved into 
my dorm and still didn’t particularly want to be there. I was mentally preparing for a rough few years before 
graduation, either that or dropping out and not going all together, but God had more planned for me. God’s plan for me 
was better than I could have expected. There was one particular moment when I was driving in my car after moving 
into my dorm in Fairhaven. The Lord spoke to me and I profoundly, profoundly felt His presence. He affirmed that, in 
fact, I would be going to Western and that He had plans for me. That I needed to step up because he was going to do 
something great. Although I really, really didn’t want to go to a secular school, God told me to go and I listened. He told 
me to go, go and get ready. I couldn’t see out into the unknown that was college, but He could. Our Heavenly Father 
truly has wonderful things in store for us. 

Although I was blessed to come to college with my best friend and twin sister Brittany, I didn’t expect to find any other 
Christians at Western. What a surprise for me when I was randomly assigned a wonderful Christian roommate, Emily, 
who became one of my dear friends. Moreover, there were these people part of a club called “CCF.” You can imagine my 
surprise walking in to sit in an orange chair on Friday night with over a hundred other students who loved Jesus. There 
was not only other Christians at WWU, there was a lot! I was also welcomed into a core of women who I now consider 
some of my closest friends. There were more than twelve women who lived in my dorm who were followers of Christ 
and they represented just a small portion of the Jesus people at CCF. God is so, so good! My first year at Western was 
amazing I had never expected a community quite like this.  

During my time in CCF I learned more about who God is and what His kingdom looks like. Walking alongside the 
wonderful ladies in my core, learning from our amazing staff, and growing as a leader during my time as a Corefa has 
truly changed me as a person. I have come so far in learning to trust God to provide for me and to use me to accomplish 
His work here on earth. The biggest thing CCF has taught me is that my faith was meant to be lived out in community. 
None of us can follow God alone or truly experience His plan for us in isolation. CCF has given me the skills to 
participate in a Christian community and has provided me with an excellent example of what it looks like to pursue 
Jesus. 

 Some of my most treasured memories in this community have been the times we have spent worshiping together, 
laying hands on one another to pray, and leaning on one another for support. The Lord tells us to confess our sins to 
one another so that we may be healed, and that the prayer of a righteous believer is powerful. I have been so blessed to 
experience the power of community in CCF. 

I want to encourage those of you who will be spending more time in this community to invest. Invest your time and 
invest prayer in asking the Lord how he wants to use you to keep this community growing. As so many of us have been 
taught, this community exists because those of us who have been discipled ourselves, disciple others, who make 
disciples, who make disciples. Each and every one of us has been designed and hand selected to play a part in God’s 
plan. When the path becomes difficult to follow call out to the Lord and ask Him for energy, ask him for words of 
wisdom, and ask Him to place you in the lives of people who need to hear his truth. I have seen in my own life how God 
honors those prayers and provides for His people. You are truly a remarkable bunch of people and I am so excited to 
see how this community will continue to grow and strengthen. 

I hope that you all will continue not only to read scripture and seek to learn the truth, but that you will stand up for 
what is right, true, and just. When there are consequences for standing up or when you feel the pressure of living 
counter culturally, I hope that you will seek the guidance of the wonderful pastors and leaders in CCF, they are such a 
blessing. Rely on your Heavenly Father and rely on brothers and sisters in Christ. Remember that walking with God is 
how we were created to live, and our designer knows what’s truly best for us. 

Although I have made wonderful memories and friends for life, I am so sad to be leaving this community. During our 
last times worshiping together I been brought to tears. However, I know that the friends I have made will be a part of 
my life here on earth for many years to come and, better yet, I can look forward to worshiping the Lord together with 



you all in paradise. The best parts of CCF reflect the character of our Heavenly Father. Living in community shows us 
what is like to live in relationship with Him. 

May we all look back upon our memories and seek how God was working and look forward to His perfect plans for our 
future. 

-Ashley Annabelle Mureno, Class of 2019 


