
Dear CCF Family, 
 
During opening weekend of my freshman year at Western, two ladies knocked on my door to give 
me a cookie and invite me to CCF Kickoff. I took the cookie, but I didn’t go. I also signed up for CCF 
at the Red Square Info Fair, but when a CoreFa texted me a few times that week asking to meet up, I 
blew her off. It seemed to me that CCF people were pushy and that I was too busy for that kind of 
community. So instead of joining CCF, I spent my first two years of college moving further and 
further away from God, isolating myself from what He wanted for me and from any friends who 
could have pointed me back in the right direction. I hit a low point the summer before my junior 
year. I was convinced that the rest of college was something I had to survive, not something I could 
enjoy. 
 
I was so lost, but in that moment, God spoke to me in an unexpected way and reminded me that He 
was still pursuing me if I was willing to turn back toward Him. As a result, I began praying regularly 
for the first time in my life, asking Him for guidance. He led me here, to CCF. I am now so grateful to 
this community for modelling what real committed friendship looks like, both with God and with 
each other. So many of you are world-changers. You may not be able to change the whole world on 
your own, but you’ve changed my whole world. Thank you! 
 
I write all of this because sometimes when I remind people that this is only my second year in CCF, 
they ask if I regret not joining sooner. And in a way, yes, because this community is full of people I 
love and I would love to have had more time with them. But it took me two years of struggling to do 
everything on my own to learn how much I needed God. That experience prepared me to dive 
headfirst into CCF and really see the opportunities I’ve been given since as a gift. 
 
Looking back, I think there are three main things that God has taught me in these last two years. I’d 
like to share those with you. 
 
Number 1 – God is not on a time schedule. It’s never too late for you to ask for His forgiveness, to 
accept His love, to surrender to His will, to join His community. He can use any season in your life, 
including the ones where it feels like you’re not experiencing crazy spiritual growth, to prepare you 
for the good things He has planned. It’s also never too late for a friend or an older student or a 
skeptical professor. Many people on our campus don’t know much about what Jesus is like, so don’t 
assume they’ll say “no” to him without ever giving them the opportunity to say “yes.” 
 
If God is not on a time schedule, that also means it’s never too early to start praying for something. 
For example, pray about the internship. Don’t just joke about that, actually do it. It’s never too early 
to pray about what God has in store for you, especially because He legitimately cares about what 
you enjoy. He knows you better than you think. 
 
Number 2 – Your spiritual growth is based on the magnitude of your “yes” to God. One of our CCF 
axioms is that “You never grow when you’re comfortable.” God will give you plenty of opportunities 
to get outside your comfort zone if you let Him. Sure, that can sound scary, but what “getting 



outside your comfort zone” really means is leaning more fully on the always-good, all-powerful 
Creator of everything and everyone. When we put ourselves in situations where we have to depend 
on Him, we help create space for the Holy Spirit to work powerfully in and through us. That’s not 
something to shy away from, it’s something to pray for! If you’re consistently giving Him an 
unconditional “yes,” you will grow even in seasons where it feels like you’ve spiritually flatlined. 
Some of the best advice I’ve ever been given is to pray this commitment every morning: “God, right 
now I am saying yes to whatever you have for me today.” If you hold yourself accountable, He will 
use that “yes” for so much good.  
 
Number 3 – Do the unexpected. Jesus was a radical figure in His culture, and we should be too. The 
average Western student is not expecting a Spirit-empowered prayer warrior to start a 
conversation with them about who they are and what they believe, much less someone who wants 
to commit to an ongoing friendship with them. So do the unexpected! Talk to strangers, especially 
people who are nothing like you. Ask people if you can pray out loud for them. Don’t give up hope 
on anyone. Be vulnerable about what’s hard in your life. And don’t hide your relationship with 
Jesus. When we surprise others by loving them well, we create opportunities for God to change 
their whole world. 
 
No matter how many times you say no to God, He will always be excited about the times you say 
yes. And when you do, by His love, the power of the Holy Spirit, and your faith, He won’t just 
surprise the people around you – He’ll surprise you, too. 
 
 
With love from your sister in Christ, 
 
Cassie Engvall 


