
Dear CCF family, 

I am so incredibly grateful for how this community has changed and shaped me and 
pointed me to God. I have been blessed to be a part of this community since my freshman 
year and without this community I would be a very different person. This community has 
shown me what it looks like to be a good friend, how to be a leader, and most importantly 
what it really looks like to trust God.  

I’ve learned a lot while in CCF, but one that really sticks out is how important it is to 
find my worth in God. I have always been shy, a people pleaser, and someone who feels like 
they have to perform well to earn anyone’s approval. Which can be really difficult to 
perform well when I’m shy and hardly talk. This completely trapped me in fear. Every 
choice that I made was based on those fears and how I thought people would perceive me. I 
lived in this trap my whole life and it wasn’t till I got to college and got involved in this 
community that I saw how much God wanted to free me from those things. Once I identified 
those fears and ultimately that I wasn’t finding my worth in God I thought it was going to be 
a quick fix. I was very wrong. It took several years for me to even begin to feel any freedom 
in this area. I had to learn what it was like to actually have a relationship with God. I had to 
learn to be vulnerable with the community around me. Being vulnerable with God and my 
friends allowed me to not only face my fears but also for them to tell me what was actually 
true. Without this community I would not have heard a lot of the truth that God wanted to 
speak to me. And I can say that today I’m so much more free than I ever thought possible. It 
took a lot of patience and trusting in God’s timing, so don’t be discouraged if you don’t see 
the results you want right away. I promise you God is working.  

If I were to encourage you I would tell you to not be afraid to be vulnerable with this 
community. These are the people who want to love you and speak God’s truth in your life. 
As someone who used to be very shy I would avoid opening up to people, but being in 
relationship with people who follow Jesus has helped me follow Jesus too. I know how 
scary it can be to let someone in, but it is so worth it. So, you should join core and do 
one-on-ones because those are the places where people get the opportunity to know you. 
Thank you again for how you have loved me so well and how you have shaped me into a 
better follower of Christ. 

 

With love 

Hannah Halstead  


