
Dear CCF, 
 
First off, I want to thank God for placing me in this amazing community of Jesus-followers for this 
season of my life. A community that values “sharing life together”  and proves their commitment to do 
so each and every day. I want to affirm you all for patiently and lovingly living out God’s greatest 
command to His people- to make more disciples. 
 
It hasn’t been an easy journey learning to trust and serve God, but it has been easier because of you all. 
If you had told me 5 years ago that I would be moving to Costa Rica to serve Jesus as a missionary for a 
year in August, I wouldn’t have believed you for a second. But because of this community’s faithfulness 
in loving people, it’s the truth, and I’m so excited. 5 years ago, I had a plan for my life that involved 
having nothing to do with God, and it was a good plan- the best, I thought. But God has rewritten the 
trajectory for my life since I started following Him, and it is going to be so much better than I could’ve 
imagined. 
 
From the moment I arrived in Higginson 5 years ago, people from this community have been faithfully 
discipling me. They chased me down when I physically ran away in fear, sat with me as I told them all 
the things I hated about Christianity and God, walked with me through anxiety/depression, and 
consistently showed me what it looks like to love each other unconditionally. And it wasn’t just my 
corefas. It took every person in my core being intentional to convince me that the church was a good 
place where I wanted to be, and every lady in my core loving me through my ignorance and fear for me 
to see that it was God who loved me the most. And I know countless others have had similar 
experiences in CCF. 
 
In September, there will be new students here that have never experienced the love of Jesus and His 
people. There will be people longing for a community to be part of, yearning to feel loved and accepted. 
They will be scared, vulnerable, and desperate for something bigger than they know. And YOU have the 
opportunity to help them find that. You can BE that community. You can pray for them and disciple 
them- each of you. Corefa or not, sophomore or senior. You have the opportunity to show someone who 
the God of the Universe is. So, my prayer for you all would be that you don’t miss the opportunity. That 
you won’t let fear or exhaustion or busy schedules or anything stop you from fulfilling God’s greatest 
command. Love on those around you. Sit with them when it’s hard. And disciple them with the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit.  
 
CCF, thank you for creating a safe space for me and so many others to ask questions, voice doubts, and 
figure out who God is. Thank you for accepting God’s people where they’re at and loving them faithfully. 
Thank you for being the best parts of the most influential time in my life. And thank you for helping me 
to see that His plans are better and greater than mine.  
 
Even though it’s unfathomably hard for me to imagine not being here next year, I have full faith that this 
community will continue to do what they do best. Thank you CCF, for serving Jesus so faithfully. You 
love people so well. And God is pleased. 
 

Love Always, Lauren Oke 


