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Chapter 4: An Open Door, Heavenly Beings, and a Heavenly Throne

I. INTRODUCTION CHAPTER 4: THE VISION THROUGH AN OPEN DOOR  

A. Hear What The Spirit Is Saying To The Churches. (Revelation 4:1-6a) 
“After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the 
voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after this."   2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me 
was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the 
appearance  of  jasper  and carnelian.  A rainbow,  resembling  an  emerald,  encircled  the 
throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them 
were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their 
heads.  5  From the throne came flashes  of  lightning,  rumblings and peals  of  thunder. 
Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also 
before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.

1.  A DRAMATIC SCENE SHIFT! JOHN’S 2 FOCUS POINTS:

2. THE PASTORAL PURPOSE? Gaining perspective –– things are not as they 
appear! 

a) WHAT JOHN _____________ AND ______________________:

(1)  “AN __________________________” (3:8, 20)

(2) THE ___________________________ OF JESUS (CH. 1:10)

… “what must (the tone of a settled reality) take place after this.” 
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B. “THE THRONE ROOM IN HEAVEN” –– A RECURRING IMAGE AND THEME

1. THE  THRONE  =  a  __________________  image  having  to  do  with  ruling 
___________. 

a) THE QUESTION A THRONE RAISES? 

b) THE  CENTRAL  CHALLENGE  FOR  THE  READER?  
____________________  from  the  anesthetizing  influences  or  empire 
around  them.  Seeing  life  in  light  of  God’s  ultimate  purposes  and  the 
churches purpose as God works out his sovereign intentions for all things. 

2. WHAT JOHN ___________________________! (ANTHROPOMORPHISMS?) 
a) Instead John focuses us on the indistinct but radiantly beautiful realities of 

the light produced from 3 precious jewels. –– The connection of light with 
OT “Theophanies” is common and the use of light to describe the holiness 
and divinity of Jesus is used masterfully in the prologue to the Gospel of 
John. 

b) THE “___________________________” —> The 4th major designation 
for God. 

III. LOOKING AT THE THRONE!  

A. WHERE IS THE FOCUS IN THE THRONE ROOM VISIONS? 

B. THE 24 ELDERS  WHO ARE THEY?  

1. TWO MAJOR VIEWS! 

a) They Represent: 

—> They wear crowns like those promised in 2:10; Robes like those in 3:4 and 
Jesus himself speaks of “thrones” for those who abandon all for the sake of Him 
and His Kingdom in Mt. 19:27-29.
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b) An alternate view: 

—> The  term (in  the  Greek  world)  is  a  _____________________  rather  than 
_________________ in its nature.

—> They offer bowls of incense [5:8] which are described as “the prayers of the 
saints” 

—> This same mediating function of bringing the saints prayers to the throne is 
attributed in [8:3] to one designated as an angel.

—> John addresses an “Elder” in a lofty and formal way in Rev. 7:13-14. “My 
lord you know” –– which would not be the manner he would address a fellow 
believer in.

—> Note what the  Elders Declare: “You (Jesus) are worthy … and with your 
blood you purchased men for God …  you have made them to be a kingdom of 
priests…” [5:9-10]

—> Note How The Elders are distinguished from the redeemed humanity, that is 
made a “kingdom of priests” and in the other throne visions [see Ch.7 &19] the 
Elders are grouped with other angelic beings in distinction to the redeemed.

—> Ladd and others believe that most likely the 24 Elders are a body of angels 
who participate under God in the executing of His divine rule in heaven.

—> The OT speaks of God being surrounded by a council  of heavenly beings 
[Ps. 89:7;1Kgs. 22:19; Job 1:6 and 2:1 and Isaiah 24:23 in the NASB]. 

—> White is  also the garb of angels throughout the NT Paul refers to various 
ranks of angels in [Col. 1:16; Rom. 8:38; Eph. 3:10].

2. WHAT DO THE ELDERS DO?

a) THEY  __________________________:  by  prostrating  themselves  and 
setting their crowns before the one on the throne. [5:14 etc.] –– This falling 
down is  in  relationship  to  the  four  living  creatures  giving  worship  to  the 
Lord [5:9].  as we have already noted they present the prayers of the saints 
to God  and they are full of ceaseless praise and adoration [4:11; 5:8 all of 
them playing harps, etc.]

b) They function as a _______________________________________ [5:5 and 
7:13]. 

C. LIGHTENING, RUMBLING, AND THUNDER ––– [SEE 8:5; 11:19; ETC.] 

D. THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD  TWO VIEWS!  

1. First, based on 1:12/20:
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2.  Most interpreters see this referring to the 7 virtues of the Holy Spirit  (Isaiah 
11:2) with the number 7 here being a way to say “all the fullness of the Spirit of 
God.” 

a) God’s (YHWH’s) Spirit (2) Wisdom (3) Understanding (insight into the true 
nature of a thing.) (4) Counsel (5) Might (Power) (6) Knowledge (7) Fear 
(Reverential Awe) of the Lord. 

E. ALSO  BEFORE  THE  THRONE  THERE  WAS  WHAT  LOOKED  LIKE  A  SEA  OF 
GLASS, CLEAR AS CRYSTAL.”

1. Note it is a simily –– “like” a sea. 

2. Could be an allusion to (Exodus 24:10, Ezekiel 1:22, 26) –– The OT had little or 
no experience with the sea.  In both the OT and NT the sea is often a sign of 
chaos —> it was forbidding —>the deep out there —> evil beasts come out of 
the sea. —> It’s a sea like glass —> smooth, placid, stilled —> yet it separates 
the throne from the throng. 

3.  All kinds of suggestions of what it might mean: 

4. The sea is mentioned only twice more in the Revelation. (See 15:2–3 and 21:1 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.”)

F. THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES OF REVELATION 4: 6B-11  

1. Hear What The Spirit Is Saying To The Churches. –– Rev. 4:6 

“In the center, around the throne, was four living creatures, and they were covered 
with eyes, in front and in back.   7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second 
was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 
Each  of  the  four  living  creatures  had  six  wings  and  were  covered  with  eyes  all 
around,  even under his  wings.  Day and night  they never stop saying:  "Holy,  holy, 
holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."   9 Whenever the 
living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who 
lives for ever and ever,   10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on 
the  throne,  and  worship  him who  lives  for  ever  and  ever.  They  lay  their  crowns 
before the throne and say: 11  "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory 
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created 
and have their being.”

2. THE CREATURES COMBO DEAL: from (Ezek. 1-2; 10:14 and Isaiah 6:1-3) but 
not identical to either. 

3. WHAT DO THEY REPRESENT? 
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a) Most  striking  are  their  __________________  which  correspond  to  the 
___________ of OT creatures representing all of nature. 

 —> Lion and the wild creatures —> the Ox and domesticated creatures —> Man and 
the human races —> and the Eagle representing the flying creatures

    b)     What is found here is “the noblest, strongest, wisest, swiftest … each perceived  
              to be supreme in its area.” [Swift].

4. WHAT IS MISSING? 

5. WHAT DO THESE CREATURES DO? 

a) Most often they [all of nature] are in constant adoration of the creator and are 
joined by the very councils of God in worship. 

b) They call forth the terrible manifestations of God’s wrath [6:1,7] and they hand 
an angel the “bowls of wrath” in [15:7]. 

c) Barkley  notes,  “Anything  which  is  fulfilling  the  function  for  which  it  was 
created is praising God.”

IV. WORSHIP & THE BOOK OF REVELATION

1. Revelation is a book _______________________ by worship.

2. The two ______________ of these worshipful beings are God’s ___________(4:18) 
and the ____________________________ of all creation on the creator (4:11).

3. THE  ___________________  OF  WORSHIP?   We discover,  by  looking  at  what  is 
described here and in the future visions of the throne, that worship is done in ever 
enlarging concentric circles around the throne until the entire creation is integrated 
into a mighty chorus of praise.  

4. WORTHY TO NOTE:  True worship is not _________________________, that is to 

say  that  we humans  are  not  the  center  of  it  all.   It  is  ______________________ 

moving away from the creation and all facing inward to the Creator. 

—> Were  are we humans in the picture? We are in the ______________ From The 
Throne

5. THE POINT BEING? The central point to all the images and realities of worship that 
John is going to convey is this:
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a) “The throne is central to all lasting and true realities”  therefore worship should 

and needs to be kept as the _____________________________ for the Christian 

who is overcoming the world.”

b) Bauckham notes, “Humanity is radically displaced from the center of things… 
even among the worshippers human beings are not preeminent. “  (Wow, quite 
the hit to the narcissism and ego-centrism of the fallen human heart.

c) IMPLICATIONS TO OUR “___________________________” SERVICES? –– and 
the songs we choose to sing or not sing? 

d) As we face  various  challenges  in  our  world  and as  we seek to  overcome the 
powers of evil  we need to constantly return to the vision of the one true God 
established on his throne intimately surrounded by —> the redeemed creation in 
joyful celebration.  
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