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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to us in our conscience, but shouts 
in our pain.” –– CS Lewis  

I. THE SEVENTH SEAL  –– HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING TO ALL OF THE CHURCHES. 
Rev. 8:1   When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.   2 And I saw 
the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.   3 Another angel, who had 
a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the 
saints, on the golden altar before the throne.   4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the 
saints, went up before God from the angel's hand.   5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from 
the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an 
earthquake.   6 Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them.   7 The first angel 
sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. 
A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned 
up.   8 The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown 
into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood,   9 a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third 
of the ships were destroyed.   10 The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, 
fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water--   11 the name of the star is 
Wormwood. A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become 
bitter.   12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and 
a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third 
of the night.   13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: "Woe! Woe! 
Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three 
angels!” 

A. REFLECTIONS ON THE 7TH SEAL AND THE 7 TRUMPETS   

1.  7th seal is like a ________________________.  Once opened we discover inside it, a 
focusing silence, an incense burning angel, and 7 angles with 7 trumpets of further tribulations 
on the earth.  

2. AN ANGEL MIXING PRAYERS AND BURNING COALS 

a) “ALL THE SAINTS”?   

b) AN _____________________________ OF IMAGES?  Coals taken from the altar? 

(Isa.6) of Jerusalem) ––The altar of ____________________ sacrifice mixed with 

images of judgment? 
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3. THE __________________________ OF THE 7 TRUMPETS?  (Rev. 11: 15)   

Like the 7 Seals, the Trumpets extend the story of God’s will (the Scroll) toward the triumph of 
God’s kingdom. [Rev. 11: 15 –– “The seventh trumpet angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud 
voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.”  

4. BUT ––– HERE WE GO AGAIN! 

Once again instead of the consummation of all things, we are flung back via an interlude that 
will eventually lead us to the 7 Bowls of Chapter 16.  But before that we must meet prophets, a 
woman giving birth and a child eating dragon, land and sea beasts, and the Anti-Christ.     

B. UNDERSTANDING THE THREE GROUPS OF 7 DISTRESSES?” (3 Views)  

1. They are: 

2. They are: 

3. They are:  

4. I’m most drawn to the 3rd option, which fits perfectly with Jesus’ statement about the end of 
times being like the pattern of “birth pains. ”(Mark 13:7-9) The three sets have obvious 
overlaps with regards to the types of events. What is notable is the movement from 
____________________ in their all encompassing impact. 

5. The numbers again are symbolic not literal statistics.  They speak of the 
___________________ of God’s conflict with evil, while at the same time showing that 
God’s bringing of judgement is “slow to grow” and there is merciful space given for change.  

6. The first two sets of 7 are strictly limited in the level of their impact.  They appear to 
function as “_________________________” whose purpose is not final judgment, but as 
we shall soon see, something quite different.   

II. THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS CHAPTER 8:6-12 (JOSH.6:4FF; LUKE 12:49 & 19:18). 

A. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

1. LIKE IN JOSHUA the trumpets forewarn of God’s judgment and herald His triumph.    —> 
LIKE IN JESUS –– This Paradoxical harmony can be seen: “I came to bring fire on the 
earth and “I have come to seek and to save that which is lost. (Luke 12:49 & 19:18). 

2. A MINI REVIEW: JUDGMENT IN REVELATION REVEALS THAT: 
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a) God is _________________________ regarding moral goodness and/or evil.  He 
responds to both. 

b) God is not passive/tolerant in any way that would_________________________ 
from the tragedy of sin.   

c) Because God is love His actions do not express the opposite of  love, which is 
___________.  

B. THE EFFECT OF THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS  

1.  Echoes From The Exodus Story.  These plagues are very similar to those brought on Egypt 
in the book of Exodus. 

a) 1st Trumpet: Destruction of a third of earth’s ______________________. (8:7) 

b) 2nd Trumpet: Destruction of a third of earth’s ____________________. (8:8-9) 

c) 3rd Trumpet: Destruction of a third of _______________________. (8:10-11) 

d) 4th Trumpet Destruction of a third of earth’s _____________________. (8:12) 

C. THE MINI-INTERLUDE OF REVELATION 8:13 ––“As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying 
in midair call out in a loud voice: "Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the 
trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!” 

1. John sees an Eagle in flight announcing the coming of another three “woes” related to the 
sounding of the final three trumpets. ––– “Woe” is not so much a word as it is an 
anguished cry  like the cry at a funeral dirge.  

III. THE 5TH & 6TH TRUMPET: THE FIRST TWO WOES! CH. 9:1-21 –– HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT 
IS SAYING TO THE CHURCHES.” 

Rev. 9:1   The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The 
star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss.   2 When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the 
smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss.   3 And out of 
the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth.   4 
They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not 
have the seal of God on their foreheads.   5 They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them 
for five months. And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man.   6 
During those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them.   
7 The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like crowns of gold, 
and their faces resembled human faces.   8 Their hair was like women's hair, and their teeth were like lions' 
teeth.   9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the thundering 
of many horses and chariots rushing into battle.   10 They had tails and stings like scorpions, and in their tails 
they had power to torment people for five months. 11 They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, 
whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.   12 The first woe is past; two other woes are 
yet to come.    
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3 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is 
before God.   14 It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at 
the great river Euphrates."   15 And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and 
month and year were released to kill a third of mankind.   16 The number of the mounted troops was two 
hundred million. I heard their number.   17 The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their 
breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of 
lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur.   18 A third of mankind was killed by the three 
plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths.   19 The power of the horses was in their 
mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury.   20 The 
rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did 
not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood --idols that cannot see or hear 
or walk.   21 Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts. 

A. THE ABYSS: These woes ascend from the underworld.   

1. The Abyss Appears 7 times in Revelation.  

• The place of horrible horses and their demonic leader [Ch. 9]. 

• The place of the Beast [Ch. 11:7 & 17:8].  

• The final place of Satan’s imprisonment [Ch. 20:1-3].   

2.  “STAR FALL FROM HEAVEN.”  —> Satan (Isaiah 14:12)  

a) Who gives him the key?  

3. HE IS THE “KING” WHAT KIND OF KING? He rules over those powers that abide in the 
Abyss –– and his name (Abaddon/Apollyon) which means “destruction and destroyer.”  

–– Here is the place of _______________________, ________________, 

_________________ and ________________. 

B. THE TWO WOES FROM THE OPEN ABYSS 

1. 1ST WOE = the plague of locusts –– singular aim is at humanity. Moral evil is the stuff of 
moral beings alone.  

2. 2ND WOE = the plague of the horrifying horses. 

a) These locusts and horses are like nothing one could ever find in the earth; the stuff of 
a nightmare. John’s point.  

3. JOHN’S HEARTBREAKING OBSERVATION (REVELATION  9:20) 

21 Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts. 

a) A profoundly sad & troubling observation. 
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b) THE GOD OF LOVE & THE GOD OF JUDGMENT –– TENSIONS AT WORK IN 
REVELATION  

(1) Through Revelation, God is seen at work seeking to save that which is 
lost, using all the legitimate ways and means that present themselves. 

 ––Remember: this is all tied up with the Lamb standing in the midst of the throne, 
slain, but alive! –– Echoes of John’s Gospel (Jn. 3:16–19): where we are told that 
God’s heart is seen in Jesus,  who did not come into the world “to condemn the 
world, for the world already lay in condemnation”  

–– but to save the world out of its place of being condemned by sin. 

(2)  The spiritual powers of chaos, darkness, and death have a surprising level of 
freedom. They ensnare and enslave.  

(3)  Yet, the fact of human moral responsibility and choice are never 
lost. The book is alive with references that call on men and women both in the 
church and outside of it to come to their senses, repent, and to live for God.  

(4) Sin is a deeply seated reality in the human heart and neither the kindness of 
God in Jesus, the power of miracles, or the pain of human/demonic trials, nor the 
discipline of God, will convince all hearts to respond and embrace life.  

–– “He came to his own (as the light of abundant life) and they would not welcome 
him in.” (Jn. 1:10-11) 

IV. THE INTERLUDE OF CHAPTER 10–11:14 A PETITE SCROLL, A MEASURING REED AND 
TWO PROPHETIC WITNESSES 

Rev. 10:1   Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a 
rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars.   2 He was holding a 
little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land,   
3 and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders 
spoke.   4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, 
"Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down."   5 Then the angel I had seen 
standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven.   6 And he swore by him who lives 
for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the 
sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay!   7 But in the days when the seventh angel 
is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his 
servants the prophets."   8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: "Go, 
take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land."   9 So I 
went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, "Take it and eat it. It will 
turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey."   10 I took the little scroll from 
the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach 
turned sour.   11 Then I was told, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and 
kings.” 

Rev. 11:1   I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, "Go and measure the temple of God 
and the altar, and count the worshipers there.   2 But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, 
because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months.   3 And I will 
give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth."   4 These 
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are the two olive trees and the two lamp stands that stand before the Lord of the earth.   5 If anyone tries 
to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants 
to harm them must die.   6 These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the 
time they are prophesying; and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth 
with every kind of plague as often as they want.   7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the 
beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them.   8 Their bodies will 
lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 
crucified.   9 For three and a half days men from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on 
their bodies and refuse them burial.   10 The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will 
celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the 
earth.   11 But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on 
their feet, and terror struck those who saw them.   12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying 
to them, "Come up here." And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on.   13 
At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people 
were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.   14 
The second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon.    

A. INTERLUDE – 3 IMAGES OF GUIDANCE, & REASSURANCE. 

1. The First Image –– A Word Of Guidance –– “The Little Bittersweet Scroll.”–––  
(Ezek. 2:9–3:4 and Jer.15:16-17) 

a) Returns us to the scroll themes of chapter 5.   

b) What the 7 thunders said is not to be revealed –– but what is on the scroll is to be 
revealed.   

c) EATING THE SCROLL?   

(1) A significant departure from our text in Ezekiel.  There the message was only 
to Israel but John has a message for all the nations of the earth. The  Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

(2) What is revealed here through John’s experience is the unique role that all the true 
people of Jesus  can and are indeed to play in the coming of God’s eternal kingdom.  

(3) The point that is being made through John’s experience is that whoever “hears or 
sees” in any age is to understand that their role, even in the midst of such terrors and 
hardships, is to continue on in the mission of being a prophetic and faithful people. 
They are to overcome and continue to testify.  

2. THE SECOND IMAGE: THE MEASURING OF THE TEMPLE. A WORD OF ASSURANCE ––– 
(ZECH. 2:1-5; EZEK. 40-43)  

a) TWO DOMINANT VIEWS 

(1) The temple in Jerusalem:  
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(2) Historically Commentators: 

b) IF SYMBOLIC WHAT DOES IT SYMBOLIZE? 

(1) In Zec har iah & Ezek ie l measur ing was a way to speak o f God’s 
_____________________________________________________. 

(2) In other texts it’s a symbol of _____________________________________  
(2Kings 21:13; Isaiah 34:11).  Here both ideas appear to be held in tension.  
Addressing both God’s people and the unrepentant in the nations. 

• GOD’S PEOPLE ARE ADDRESSED –––The measuring is only of those who would 
be in the interior places of worship. 

• THE UNREPENTANT ARE ADDRESSED ––– which is figuratively called Sodom, 
Egypt, Jerusalem –– the “place where their Lord was crucified?”  

• The measuring excludes the “Gentiles” and the rest of the city, which is called 
allegorically Sodom and Egypt, which stands for those who are hostile to the rule 
of God and hostile to his people. Like literal Jerusalem’s  and Rome’s leaders in 
killing Jesus. 

(3) Some scholars think this is a “____________________________”  picture, like 
the sealing of the 144K in Chapter 7.  They see this as a symbolic way of speaking 
about the true people of God –– (A new “temple” made by the Spirit in Jesus) who 
will be preserved through all the trials.  

(4) PRESERVATION WITHOUT ESCAPISM! ––– If this is a “Preservation” of the 
communities of Jesus it does not mean they will be insulated or made “safe” from 
suffering and/or even death.  There is no hint here or any other place in Revelation 
of escapism.  In fact there is a call in the 7 letters to bear testimony and to preserve 
to the end –– that is even to the martyrs death. If it is about preservation than 
perhaps what is in view is that through the Spirit the true believer will be kept safe 
from the temptations of the evil powers that are loose in the earth.  

(5) MY LEANING AND WHY? Because this letter is written to predominately Gentile 
churches in Asia, I lean to the first view that the measuring is a promise to preserve 
the church in the midst of the evil powers throughout the end of the age. 

3. THE THIRD IMAGE –– TWO PROPHETIC WITNESSES. 

a) Who are these two prophetic witnesses?  

(1) Literal:  

(2) Symbolic:  
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(3) THE OLIVE TREES (EZEKIEL 4) AND THE LAMP STANDS  

• The olive tree and lamp stands?  

• THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR BEING TWO?  

(4) These two are Strikingly similar to the ministries of Moses and Elijah. (See 
2Kings1:10–12; 1Kings 17:1; and Exodus 7:14–24) 

(5) They are a mirror image of the Lord Jesus’ earthly ministry.    

4. PASTORAL TAKEAWAY:  The two witnesses communicate to us in dramatic form that our 
victory in Christ is not simply to escape the judgment that is coming on the world.  Our 
victory (or overcoming) also entails our participation in the salvation of the nations through 
our faithful witness. 

The importance of living and speaking out the witness of Christ so that others can see and hear 
the choice that God has offered to them in the gospel of Jesus. 

THE SECOND WOE IS PAST. 

Addendum: The First Appearance Of The Numbers 3.5 Days, 42 months, or 1260 days. 

• The two witnesses minister for 3.5 years, which is also the time that the evil powers will 
be trampling down the city of the saints and oppressing them. 

• While some take the number 3.5 literally (also described as 42 months or 1260 days and 
is repeated often from here forward) many Evangelical scholars see it as a way to speak of 
the entire end times period. through the use of the common apocalyptic number.   

• If taken figuratively it conveys the strong message that God’s people are to be faithful and 
active till the very end of the battle against the powers of darkness as opposed to those 
who envision the church being taken out of the world halfway through the “7 years of 
tribulation.”   
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FUTURE by Leonard Cohen 

Give me back my broken night My mirrored room, my secret life 
It's lonely here 
There's no one left to torture 
Give me absolute control  
Over every living soul 
And lie beside me, baby  
That's an order! 

Give me crack and anal sex 
Take the only tree that's left 
 And stuff it up the hole  
In your culture 
Give me back the Berlin wall  
Give me Stalin and St. Paul 
I've seen the future, brother  
It is murder 

Things are going to slide (slide) in all directions 
    
Won't be nothing (won't be) 
Nothing you can measure anymore 
The blizzard, the blizzard of the world  
Has crossed the threshold 
And it has overturned  
The order of the soul 

When they said (they said) repent (repent), repent (repent) 
 I wonder what they meant 
When they said (they said) repent (repent), repent (repent) I wonder what they meant 
When they said (they said) repent (repent), repent (repent) I wonder what they meant 

You don't know me from the wind 
 You never will, you never did 
I'm the little Jew 
Who wrote the Bible  
 
I've seen the nations rise and fall 
I've heard their stories, heard them all 
But love's the only engine  
Of survival 

Your servant here, he has been told  To say it clear, to say it cold 
It's over, it ain't going any further 
And now the wheels of heaven stop 
You feel the devil's riding crop 
Get ready for the future: It is murder 

Things are going to slide (slide) in all directions Won't be nothing (won't be) 
Nothing you can measure anymore The blizzard, the blizzard of the world 
Has crossed the threshold And it has overturned the order of the soul 

When they said (they said) repent (repent), repent (repent) I wonder what they meant 
When they said (they said) repent (repent), repent (repent) I wonder what they meant 
When they said (they said) repent (repent), repent (repent) 

  do not copy                                           Copyright 2017 by Brady Bobbink �9


