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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:  “I read Revelation –– not to get information but to revive my imagination.  St. John uses words the 
way poets do, recombining them in fresh ways so that old truth is freshly perceived.  He takes truth that has been eroded to platitude 
… and sets it in motion before us in an animated and impassioned dance of ideas.” – Eugene Peterson 

I. Introduction: RECAP FROM WEEK Session #6 – Introduced to an unholy trinity 

A. INTRODUCED TO THE DRAGON OF THE ABYSS –– the Dragon is the Satan (source of all forms of 
deceptive evil) who seeks to destroy the Messiah and lays siege to the people of the Lamb. 

B. INTRODUCED TO THE 7 HEADED SEA BEAST (an earthly associate with the Dragon –– in his blasphemies 
he lays claim to ultimate power and authority, laying hold of the claim to be a god.  He wars against the 
people of the Messiah in which both he and they are paradoxically said to conquer one another. The Beast is 
the anti-Christ whose number is 666. 

C. INTRODUCED TO THE EARTHLY BEAST. Is a beast of profound deception, looking like a lamb but speaks 
like a dragon.”   The Earthly Beast is an associate of the Sea Beast and therefore with the Dragon. The Earthly 
Beast is used  by the Sea Beast to establish the worship of the Sea Beast. The Earthly Beast is The False 
Prophet.   

II. A FURTHER VISION OF THE REDEEMED: “Let the one who can hear, hear what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches.” –– Rev. 14:1–5 

Rev. 14:1   Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 
who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads.  2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the 
roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their 
harps.  3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one 
could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.  4 These are those who did not 
defile themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They 
were purchased from among men and offered as first fruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was found in their 
mouths; they are blameless. 

A. VISIONS OF EARTH –– VISIONS OF HEAVEN 

On the earth we find Beasts forcing false worship –– like Pharaoh who stood in the way of Israel’s true worship. 
–– But we also see a victorious Lamb with the 144K (the Messiah’s army of witness?) – who have the name of the 
Father and the Messiah on their foreheads –– not the mark of the Beast, and are singing a new song (reflecting a 
new life?) –– rooted in their experience of being redeemed by the Lamb.   

1. The 144K:  Described from a _______________ and _____________________ perspective.    
“Pure regarding women, not sexually immoral as are the Sea Beast and later the Woman of Scarlet who 
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rides him. –– Truthful, not deceptive, and followers of the lamb wherever he goes (Loyal obedience not 
rebellious).” 

2. They are the redeemed (purchased) out of the earth and are offered as the ‘first fruits’ of the harvest. The 
illusion to a harvest leads to John’s next visionary experience. 

B. THE VISION OF THREE ANGELS: “Let the one who can hear, hear what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches.”  –– Chapter 14: 6-13 

6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 
earth –– to every nation, tribe, language and people.   7 He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 
springs of water."  –– 8 A second angel followed and said, "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all 
the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries."  –– 9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud 
voice: "If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10 he, 
too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will 
be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.11 And the smoke of their 
torment rises forever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for 
anyone who receives the mark of his name."   12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who 
obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.  –– 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, 
for their deeds will follow them.” 

1. THE 1ST ANGEL: announces a ___________________ worldwide proclamation – a Gospel (good and 
true news) for every nation. (14: 6-7) –– Contrasted to the message of the Sea Beast and False Prophet 
(Land Beast) who enslaves the nations through power and deception forcing the peoples into servitude and 
false worship. 

a) _______________God and Give Him Glory For The Hour of His Judgment Has Come. 

b) _______________Him who has created all things.  Note the relationship of fearing God (reverential 
awe) and the response of worship, which is the rightful response of a creature to its creator.  

2. THE 2ND ANGEL: announces the impending “fall of Babylon the Great” (actual fall must wait until chapter 
18) who forced all the nations to drink of the “maddening” wine of her adulteries. (14:8) 

3.  THE 3RD ANGEL: announces a message of warning against the idolatry of the Beast and drinking his 
intoxicating wine.  Warns that the Beast and all who give loyalty to him will “drink of the wine of God’s anger 
–– poured out undiluted in the cup of his wrath.” (14:9). 

a) For those who give loyalty to the Beast there is nothing but torment. Torment not ___________!       
A person can be tormented due to ones past, a meaningless present, or things lost forever, without there 
being a draconian torture chamber. ––– The images of “torture” are connected much more to Dante’s 
Inferno than to Scripture. 

b) Note the presence or absence of ________________ which is related to God’s promise of shalom.  
There is no rest for those who worship the beast, (Isaiah  48:22, 57:20) but those who “die in the Lord” 
find a lasting rest.  

c) This warning leads to a third pastoral call/exhortation.  This one returning to the theme of 
“perseverance” (14:12-13)  followed by beatitude for those who live & die faithful to the Lord.–– 14:12 
This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments 
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and remain faithful to Jesus.  –– 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest 
from their labor, for their deeds will follow them." 

III. THE VISION OF THE HARVESTING OF THE EARTH: “Let the one who can hear, hear what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches.” Chapter 14:14–20 

 14 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one "like a son of man" with a 
crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called 
in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has 
come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, 
and the earth was harvested. 17Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 
Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the 
sharp sickle, "Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth's vine, because its grapes are 
ripe." 19 The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of 
God's wrath. 20 They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising 
as high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia. 

A. Drawn from Joel 3:13 – A Judgment Passage 

Joel 3:13 Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress is full 
and the vats overflow — so great is their wickedness!” 

1. A TWO FOLD HARVEST? THEMES OF SALVATION AND/OR JUDGMENT  

a) This text has led commentators to arrive at various suggested interpretations of  both the wheat and 
the grape harvest. Some see both as a salvific harvesting (see Johnson End Notes); Others see a 
harvest that leads to judgment on the wicked (grapes) and wheat as a salvation of the “righteous.”  The 
OT prophets (Isaiah 63:2-3 and Joel 3:12–14) anticipated this two–fold harvest and was often spoken 
of by the Lord himself (See John the B in Matthew 3; the Parable of the Nets; The wheat and tares; the 
sheep and goats, etc.). –– Others see both the wheat and grapes as harvesting based on the judgment 
of those who refuse to repent (See Mounce and Barkley End Notes).  

b) The Actual Fulfillment does not occur until Chapters 19-20. 

2. The Harvest of __________________ —> the sharp sickle was used for grain harvest but breaks the 
literal nature of it by using a sickle in the harvesting of grapes.  Jesus the Messiah is the harvester even 
though he may employ angels or his people in the work.  (Mt. 3:12 &13: 39)  

Matthew 3:12 His (Jesus’) winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, 
gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

Matthew 13:39  …and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and 
the harvesters are angels. 

3. Harvest of the _____________________ —> clearly a judgment on the wicked. The harvest 
metaphor suddenly changes into the image of a military battle.   Clearly metaphorical since the blood from 
the press would amount to being 180 miles long and 4 ft. deep  (See Isaiah 63:3).  

Isaiah 63:3 "I have trodden the winepress alone; from the nations no one was with me. I trampled 
them in my anger and trod them down in my wrath; their blood spattered my garments, and I stained 
all my clothing. 
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a) Image for the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” – “My eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the 
Lord, He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored.” 

b) Pastoral Point: John…pictures a radical judgment that crushes under the “grapes of wrath” every 
vestige of evil and hostility to the reign of God.” –– G.E.  Ladd 

IV.  THE 7 BOWLS : THE UNDILUTED WINE OF GOD’S WRATH –– “Let the one who can hear, hear what the 
Spirit is saying to the churches.” Chapter 15 

Rev. 15:1   I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues –– last, 
because with them God's wrath is completed.   2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, 
standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his 
name. They held harps given them by God  3 and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the 
Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.   4 Who will 
not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for 
your righteous acts have been revealed."   5 After this I looked and in heaven the temple, that is, the tabernacle of the 
Testimony, was opened.   6 Out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues. They were dressed 
in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes around their chests.   7 Then one of the four living creatures gave 
to the seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever.   8 And the 
temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the temple 
until the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.  

A. BACK TO HEAVEN AND ANOTHER WORSHIP INTERLUDE  

1. The Vision Of the 7 angels and the final cycle of 7 “plagues” (Echo: Exodus) which he describes as the 
“completing of God’s wrath.”  

2. Once again we see the __________________ of the martyr’s faithful witness. They are described as 
those who were “victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name.”   

3. They are gathered singing the song of ___________(Exodus 15:1) and the song of the 

__________.  A Song of ________________________ and __________________________. 

–– John gives us a picture of a _____________________________________ for God’s 

victorious people as they overcome another beast Pharaoh. (Exodus 15:1–19) ––– All seems at peace, 

and then comes 7 angels carrying the 7 final plagues.  

V. THE 7 ANGELS AND THE 7 BOWLS POURED OUT ––“Let the one who can hear, hear what the 
Spirit is saying to the churches.”–– Chapter 16 

Rev. 16:1––Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, "Go, pour out the seven bowls 
of God's wrath on the earth."   2 The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly and painful 
sores broke out on the people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped his image.   3 The second angel 
poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a dead man, and every living thing in the sea 
died.   4 The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood.   5 Then I 
heard the angel in charge of the waters say: "You are just in these judgments, you who are and who were, the 
Holy One, because you have so judged; 6 for they have shed the blood of your saints and prophets, and you have 
given them blood to drink as they deserve." 7 And I heard the altar respond: "Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and 
just are your judgments."   8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was given power to 
scorch people with fire. 9 They were seared by the intense heat, and they cursed the name of God, who had 
control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him.   10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on 
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the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged into darkness. Men gnawed their tongues in agony 11 and 
cursed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had done.   
12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the 
way for the kings from the East.   13 Then I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the 
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet.   14 They are spirits 
of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the 
battle on the great day of God Almighty.   15  "Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and 
keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed."   16 Then they gathered the 
kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.   17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into 
the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, "It is done!"   18 Then there came flashes 
of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever occurred since 
man has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake.   19 The great city split into three parts, and the cities of 
the nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury 
of his wrath.   20 Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found.   21 From the sky huge hailstones 
of about a hundred pounds each fell upon men. And they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the 
plague was so terrible.  

A.  THE BOWLS FORM TWO GROUPS  

1. Group 1: Bows 1-4 –– contain ______________________ on mankind and on nature. (V.2-9) 

2. Interlude between bowl 3 and 4: we have an angelic declaration: _____________________   
That is to say that God is acting in harmony with truth and justice in His response to the evil of beasts 
and humanity.   

a)  Calvin’s Striking Insight regarding the accusation of God’s unfairness for not saving one and all. 
Calvin argues in essence that if God saves even one by the selfless sacrifice of His unique Son it is 
more than truth, or justice can lay claim to.  The fact that he saves myriads upon myriads is a 
reflection of the breadth of His grace. –– Mercy triumphs over justice, with both being 
sustained in God.  

3. GROUP 2: Bowls 5-6 –– contain judgments on the Beast and all the allies associated with him. [16:10ff]  
His throne is plunged into darkness.  

a) FROGS? –– From the mouth (breath) of the  unholy trinity come three frog – like (unclean) 
evil spirits that serve up miracles and declare a calling to all the kings of the whole earth to gather 
them together against the Lord at Armageddon.    

4. THE INTERLUDE BEFORE THE 7TH BOWL 

a)  THE INTERLUDE IS IN THE FORM OF A “_____________________”, BUT BEGINS AS A 
PROCLAMATION –– “Behold I come like a thief in the night.’ (Mt. 24:36–51; 1Thess 5:2; 2Pt.
3:10; Rev. 3:3) —> followed by a blessing.  

b) Revelation 15:16: “Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not 
go naked and be shamefully exposed." –– We are not to get caught with our metaphorical “pants 
down” –– thus avoiding the shame of being exposed in our spiritual nakedness. 
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5.  Then we are taken back to the gathering of the nations to the plain of  Armageddon. 

a) In Heaven: With the pouring out of the 7th bowl an announcement is made by a loud voice from 
within the Temple, “it is done.” 

b) On Earth: The human heart response? Their hearts are impervious to either grace or judgment –– 
“they cursed God.” 

VI. THE WOMAN on the BEAST, AND BABYLON ––“Let the one who can hear, hear what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches.”––  Chapter 17 

Rev. 17:1   One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the 
punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters.   2 With her the kings of the earth committed 
adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries." 3 Then the angel 
carried me away in the Spirit into a desert.  There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with 
blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.  4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was 
glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things 
and the filth of her adulteries.   5 This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT –– 
THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.   6 I saw that the woman 
was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was 
greatly astonished.   7 Then the angel said to me: "Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of 
the woman and of the beast she rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns.   8 The beast, which you saw, once 
was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose 
names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see 
the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come. 9 "This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven 
heads are seven hills on which the woman sits.  10 They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has 
not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for a little while.  11 The beast who once was, and now is 
not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction.  12  "The ten horns you saw are ten 
kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the 
beast. 13 They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will make war 
against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings --and with him 
will be his called, chosen and faithful followers." 15 Then the angel said to me, "The waters you saw, where the 
prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.  16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate 
the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 
For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to give the beast their power to rule, 
until God's words are fulfilled.   18 The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.” 

A. THE MOST DIFFICULT SECTION IN REV TO INTERPRET  ––  WHO IS THIS WOMAN? 

1. She Is The ____________________________ —> metaphor of sexual immorality/adultery in 
prophetic literature is very strong.  (See Isaiah 1:21; 23:17; Jeremiah 2:20; Hosea.) 

2. She is seated (enthroned) upon ___________________________.  —> John is told in verse 15 
that the waters are “peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.” 

3. She is seated upon the ______________________ (check out the heads and horns 13:1) –– who has 
now turned the color of the great dragon, thus showing his “true color.”  

4. She is _______________________________  and dressed to be _____________________ and 
her wine has intoxicated the “inhabitants of the earth.”  
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5. She is________________________ with the blood of martyred saints – note just in her own city but 
“all who have been killed on the earth.” [18:24] –– she is not just murderous, she gets high (like a drunk) 
on her violence, enjoying it.  

6. THIS GREAT WHORE IS IN FACT A GREAT CITY – THE CAPITAL OF THE BEAST – AND IS CALLED 
“BABYLON” –– the mother of all prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth. She is the capital for 
a multi-cultured empire that is under the dominion of the Dragon  –– She sits on 7 horns which are 7 
Mountains (Hills) and are also said to be 7 kings. —> Too many theories to review all here.  

—>  3 schools: (a) most scholars see here either a historical illusion to the Roman Caesars,  a 
combination of illusions to the historical situation along with prophetic hints for the future, or symbolic 
theological approach. 

—>   Those who see a historical illusion to the Roman Caesars face a significant number of challenges in 
determining which Caesars to count in the history of Rome that also make sense of the historical timing 
for the writing of the book.  

—>  Those who see this as “prophetic” have faced the repeated challenge of making sense of the number 
ten (so in the 70’s it was the ten nations of the common market/now the Euro Zone and the anti-christ 
was a whose who of evil political or religious leaders.  

—>  Some (not the presently prevailing and most popular view) see this as symbolic and theological in 
nature not a concern for historicity or prophesy about a specific moment in the future. –– Myth of the 7 
headed Chaos Sea Monster: ancient seal shows 4 heads killed by the spear of a divine figure. –– Is 
Revelation seeking to tell us that the powers of Chaos, sin, and death (a 7 headed monster) has been 
gravely wounded (5 heads destroyed at Calvary through the Lambs death and victory) –– but not fully 
and finally vanquished –– 1 king is active in the now –– and the last will be a short intense burst of 
demonic activity leading to the consummation of the Lamb’s victory over the Dragon and His Beasts?   

7. THE GREAT PROSTITUTE, THE BEAST AND THE TEN KINGS:  

a) Chapter 17:16-17 speaks of her being destroyed by the Beast and ten kings turning on her.  (The 
Nero myth? prevailing at the time was a myth that Nero would come back to life (the wounded head 
but alive again) and was expected to come from the east with a conquering army which would 
culminate in the destruction of Rome itself.  

b) Underlines the perverse nature of evil: destroying its own agents. Devouring itself.  

VII. JUDGMENT ON BABYLON THE GREAT ––“Let the one who can hear, hear what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches.”––  (Ch. 18:1-24) 

Revelation 18:1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth 
was illuminated by his splendor.   2 With a mighty voice he shouted: "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has 
become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird.   3 For 
all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with 
her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: "Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her 
sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has 
remembered her crimes.   6 Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double for what she has done. Mix 
her a double portion from her own cup.   7 Give her as much torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gave 
herself. In her heart she boasts, `I sit as queen; I am not a widow, and I will never mourn.' 8 Therefore in one day 
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her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord 
God who judges her. –– 9  "When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury 
see the smoke of her burning, they will weep and mourn over her.   10 Terrified at her torment, they will stand 
far off and cry: "`Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, city of power! In one hour your doom has come!'   11  
"The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes any more--   12 
cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron 
wood, and articles of every kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; 13 cargoes of cinnamon 
and spice, of incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; 
horses and carriages; and bodies and souls of men.   14  "They will say,`The fruit you longed for is gone from 
you. All your riches and splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.'   15 The merchants who sold these things 
and gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn 16 and 
cry out: "`Woe! Woe, O great city, dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, and glittering with gold, precious 
stones and pearls! 17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!' "Every sea captain, and all who 
travel by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off.   18 When they see the 
smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, `Was there ever a city like this great city?'   19 They will throw dust on 
their heads, and with weeping and mourning cry out: "`Woe! Woe, O great city, where all who had ships on the 
sea became rich through her wealth! In one hour she has been brought to ruin. 

21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: "With 
such violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again. 22 The music of harpists 
and musicians, flute players and trumpeters, will never be heard in you again. No workman of any trade will ever 
be found in you again. The sound of a millstone will never be heard in you again. 23 The light of a lamp will never 
shine in you again. The voice of bridegroom and bride will never be heard in you again. Your’ merchants were the 
world's great men.  By your magic spell all the nations were led astray.  24 In her was found the blood of prophets 
and of the saints, and of all who have been killed on the earth. 

A. ANOTHER ANGEL’S RE-ANNOUNCEMENT: THE “FALL OF BABYLON THE GREAT”.  

1.  The stated reasons for her judgment are expanded.  She is judged here for her adulteries and for having 
“intercourse with kings and the inhabitants of the earth, seducing them with the intoxicating wine of her 
adulteries – so that the nations and their merchants share in her “idolatries” and by so doing have grown 
rich from her  “excessive luxuries.” 

2. She is judged not only for her sins of oppression but for her economic sins. She expresses her power via 
political and economic oppression. 

3. Secondly —> nothing to her is sacred – everything has a price – she corrupts religion [forcing men to 
wear the Beasts seal if they want to buy or sell]  she is excessive in her material luxuries and trades in 
every commodity including the “bodies and souls of men.”  [18:11-13]  

4. It is for this reason Kings, Merchants, and Seamen of the earth all weep at her destruction for she was the 
source of their wealth, power, and pride.  Her destruction causes an “ode of woe” to be raised by the 
merchants of the world (18: 9–19). 
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DISCIPLESHIP ON THE EDGE | BY DARRELL W. JOHNSON 

COPIED FROM PAGE 390 

The following is a listing of the meanings of the numbers in Revelation.  

2— the symbol for witness— 11:3, see Deuteronomy 19:15, etc.  

3— the symbol for completeness— 1:4-5; 16:19, etc.  

4— the symbol of natural completeness, universality) 4 winds, 4 corners of the earth)— 4:6, 7:1, 4; etc.  

7— the symbol for completeness, perfection (7 colors of the rainbow, 7 days of creation)- 1:4, 12; 4:5; 5:1,6; 
12:3; etc.  

10— the symbol for completeness as fullness (10 toes, 10 fingers, 10 commandments)— 2:10; 17:12; etc.  

12— the symbol for completeness as in “unity in diversity” (12 tribes, 12 apostles, etc.)— 21:12; etc.  

24 the symbol for the church (12 + 12, tribes + apostles) 

666— the symbol for less than perfection (three times less!)— 13:18 

1,260 days— this is the equivalent of 4 months = 3 1/2 years— 11:3, 11; 12:14; etc. 

1,000— the symbol for largeness, hugeness = 10 x 10 x 10— 20: 1-6 

144,000— the symbol for countlessness = 12 x 12 x 10 x 10 x 10— 7: 4, 9; 14:1 

Finally, here are some interesting facts about how Joh uses multiples of seven: 

• There are four sets of seven judgements— seals, trumpets, peals of thunder, bowls. 

• there are seven references of the phrase— “every tribe, tongue, people/nation” 

• “Lord God Almighty”— 7 times. 

• “One who sits on the throne”— 7 times.  

• “Christ”— 7 times. 

• “Jesus”— 14 times (= 7 x 2). 

• “Lamb”— 28 times (= 7 x 4). 
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THE REVELATION OF JOHN VOLUME 2 |BY  WILLIAM BARCLAY 
THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST  

COPIED FROM PG. 100-102 

REVELATION 13:18  

In this verse we are told that the number of the beast is six hundred and sixty-six; and it is almost certainly 
true that more ingenuity has been expended on this verse than on any other verse in Scripture. Who is this 
satanic beast so symbolized? I must be remembered that the ancient peoples had no figures and the letters of 
the alphabet did duty for number as well. The is as if in English we used A for 1, B for 2, C for 3, D for 4, 
and so on. Every word, therefore, and in particular every proper name, can also be a number. One charming 
and romantic way in which use was made of this fact is quoted by Deissmann. On the walls of Pompeii a 
lover wrote: “ I love her whose number 545,” and thereby he at one and the same time identified and 
concealed his loved one!  

the suggestions as to the meaning of 666 are endless. Since it is the number of the beast, everyone has 
twisted it to fit his own arch-enemy; and so 666 has been taken to mean the Pope, John Knox, Martin 
Luther, Napoleon and many another. Dr. Kepler proves us with an example of what ingenuity produced 
during the Second World War. Let A= 100; B= 101; C=102; D= 103 and so on. The we can make this 
addition:  

H =  107 
 I  =  108 
T  =  119 
L  =  111 
E  =  104 
R =   117 

and the sum is 666! 

Very early we saw that Revelation is written in code; it is clear that nowhere will the code be more closely 
guarded than in regard to this number which stands for the arch-enemy of the Church. The strange thing its 
hat the key must have been lost very early; for even so great a Christian scholar as Irenaeus in the second 
century did not know what the number stood for.  
We set dow four of the very early guesses.  
Ireaeus suggested that it might start for Euanthas. In Greek numbers E=5; U=400; A=1; N=50; TH (the 
Greek letter theta) = 9; A=1; S=200; and the sum is 666. But as to what Euanthas meant Ireaeus had no 
suggestion to make; so he had simply substituted one riddle for another.  
Another suggestion was that the word in question was Lateninos. L=30; A=1; T=300; E=5; I=10; T=300; 
A=1; N=50; and the sum is 666. Teiten could be made to yield two meanings. First,  in Greek mythology 
the Titans were the great rebels against God. Second, the family name of Vespasian and Titus and Domitian 
was Titus, and possibly they could be called the Titans.  
A fourth suggestion was arnoume. A=1; R=100; N=50; O=70; U=400; M=40; E=5; and the sum is 666. It 
is just possible that arnoume could be a form of the Greek word arnoumai, “I deny”. In this case the number 
would stand for the denial of the name of Christ.  
None of these suggestions is convincing. The chapter itself gives us by far the best clue. There are recurs 
again and again that mention of the head that was wounded to death and then restored. We have already seen 
that that head symbolizes the Nero redivides legend. We might well, therefore, act on the assumption that 
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the number has something to do with Nero. Many ancient manuscripts give the number as 616. If we take 
Nero in Latin and give it its numerical equivalent, we get:  

N = 50 
E  = 6 
R = 500 
O = 60 
N = 50 

The total is 666; and the name can equally well be spelled without the final N with would give the number 
616. In Hebrew, the letters of Nero Caesar also add up to 666.  
There is little doubt that the number of the beast stands for Nero; and that John is forecasting the coming of 
Antichrist in the form of Nero, the incarnation of all evil, returning to this world. 
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